
Highflyers Curriculum News 

Friday 7th January 2022  

Our Topic 

This term our topic is ‘Extreme Earth’, this exciting topic explores the question: ‘How powerful is 

our planet?’ The children will develop their knowledge and skills through a variety of learning 

experiences across a range of curriculum subjects. Please look at the Topic Overview to gain more 

detail about the learning in different subjects.  

Homework 

For each year group, Spellings will be set on Seesaw every Tuesday. Spelling Tests will take place 

on the following Monday. The first spelling test will take place on Monday 17th January 2022.  

Year 5 Homework 

Each Friday, there will be a Times Table Test, this will alternate between Test A and Test B.  

I recognise that the children will learn their tables in different ways, some may sing them, some may 

write them down lots of times, some may simply chant them. I have attached a sheet with further 

information about learning times tables.  

Test A will be a specific times table that has been set as homework for the children. The children 

need to be able to instantly recall the multiplication facts. Instant recall means that the child can write 

the answer in under 5 seconds and doesn’t need to use fingers or count in multiples to reach the 

answer. The children will have 2 weeks to learn each times table before Test A. Additional 

intervention will be arranged if the test highlights that a child needs more support with learning times 

tables. 

Times Table Focus: ‘Test A’ Date 

4 Times Table Friday 21st January 2022 

3 Times Table Friday 4th February 2022 

6 Times Table  Friday 18th February 2022 

9 Times Table Thursday 10th  March 2022 (11.03.22 – Training Day) 

8 Times Table Friday 25th March 2022 

7 Times Table Friday 8th April 2022 

11 Times Table Friday 6th May 2022 

12 Times Table Friday 20th May 2022 

Test B is an ‘Ultimate Times Table Challenge’ this covers all times tables and is a fun way for the 

children to see the progress they’re making as we would expect their score and speed of recall to 

increase over the weeks. 

Year 6 Homework 

Homework will be set and responded to via Seesaw each week. The Year 6 homework will feature a 

few SATs- style questions based on learning in school from the previous week. The children should 

be able to attempt these independently. If your child is struggling with a question, I would rather they 

try their best and write/say what they’re finding difficult. Then, we can go through this in school and 

we can provide additional support. Please don’t feel like I expect you to know the current teaching 

methods in Maths. I will share our Calculation Policy and I have attached a general Maths revision 

sheet to provide some additional information. This homework should enable the children to become 

familiar with applying their knowledge and skills to SATs-style questions. 

 

Reading 



To promote Reading for Pleasure, we are in the process of creating a new, cosy ‘Starbooks’ area in 

the classroom where the children can enjoy spending time reading texts. We are also reading a class 

text called ‘Boy in the Tower’, it is lovely to spend calm, uninterrupted time together, listening to the 

plot unfold.  

There is a wealth of research that suggests that reading for pleasure contributes significantly to the 

educational performance of children. Therefore, please encourage your child to incorporate reading 

for pleasure into their routine at home. It would be great if adults could continue to record any 

reading at home in the children’s Reading Records. The children can write up their reading at home 

in their Reading Records themselves, if they read independently. Please feel free to record any text 

the children have read, whether it is from school or home. 

It’s very important that the children bring their Reading Record and reading book in their bag each 

day.  

Over the next couple of weeks, I will be making sure that each child has a reading book from our 

colour-banded scheme and a Library book. The children will visit the School Library to read and 

change books every Thursday so must remember to bring their books, even if they’re not ready to 

change their book. 

 

PE 

PE lessons will be on a Wednesday and Thursday. It would be great if it is dry, and it is not freezing, 

to be able to go outside. Please provide children with an indoor and outdoor PE kit. Our outdoor PE 

consists of the royal blue t-shirt, blue or black joggers and trainers. If you think your child requires 

extra layers then please send it with them and please remember to provide socks if your child wears 

tights. 

 

General Information 

I understand there were some issues with stationary supplies in the Highflyers last term, so I have 

ordered and received a delivery containing all the equipment the children will need. Therefore, 

please can the children keep their own supplies at home or in their school bag during the school day. 

It just means that they won’t lose their personal items and it means that everyone can access the same 

equipment.  

Due to Covid-19, we are required to have as much ventilation in the classroom as possible. As the 

roof of the school is lined with windows both sides, it can get rather cold in these winter months. 

Please feel free to send your child wearing extra layers and thermals. I will allow the children to 

wear coats in the classroom if they feel too cold.  

Until we can access the Astro-Turf again, please can the children bring an old pair of trainers/wellies 

to change into as we are going to be using the field during the school day.   

 

If you have any queries or concerns, then please feel free to message me on Seesaw at any time. I am 

thrilled to be teaching the Highflyers for the rest of the year and I’m looking forward to seeing the 

progress they make over the next few months. 

 

Thanks for your continued support, 

 

Miss Groom 

  



  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

How Adults at Home Can Help. 



 

 

 


